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1  Introduction  

1.1 Report Purpose  

Without a Neighbourhood Plan, Wivenhoe would still be covered by Colchester Borough’s current 
and emerging Local Plans.  The purpose of a neighbourhood plan is to incorporate the detailed 
knowledge of local people and to ensure that any new development and how land is used within the 
area takes account of what is particularly important to them.   

This document is the scoping report incorporating the requirements for a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) of the Wivenhoe Neighbourhood Plan and describes the procedure which the 
Wivenhoe Neighbourhood Planning Team intends to follow to effect that assessment. The document 
has been produced by a sub-committee (Land Use Zoning) of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group.  The Borough Council has also supplied maps, advice and some data.   It is likely that the final 
SEA assessment and the environmental report will be undertaken by external consultants (subject to 
availability of funding) 
 
The purpose of a Strategic Environmental Assessment is to ensure that the principles of sustainable 
development are incorporated into all levels of planning policy. The appraisal is a requirement of the 
EC Directive 2001/42/EC (the ‘Directive’) on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and 
programmes on the environment (Directive) which is enshrined in UK law through the 
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. This applies to plans with 
significant environmental effects and is usually delivered through a screening assessment which uses 
the criteria set out in Annex II of the SEA Directive.  
 
 
The SEA Regulations suggest that the SEA scoping report should describe the baseline environment 
in the neighbourhood in terms of:  
 

•  Nature conservation (biodiversity, flora and fauna)  
•  Landscape and townscape  
• Heritage and archaeology  
•  Material assets  
•  Human population  
•  Human health  
•  Soils and geology  
•  Water  
•  Air quality  
•  Climate factors  

  
A primary requirement of the Wivenhoe Neighbourhood Plan (WNP) is that it complies with the 
current Colchester Borough Council Local Plan. 
 
The scoping report for the emerging new Colchester Local Plan has been used to inform this report. 
This ensures that that legislation and policies which are relevant to Wivenhoe and are identified as 
relevant and necessary by CBC are present in the WNP Scoping Report.  
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2 Review of Relevant Plans, Programmes and Documents 

 
The Colchester Borough Council Local Plan Scoping Report contains a long list of documents and an 
explanation of their relevance to SA / SEA. A review of the relevance of most of these documents 
and their relationship to SA / SEA objectives is included in an Appendix to the Colchester Borough 
Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report which can be viewed at: 
http://www.colchester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=15253&p=0. Detailed commentary exists 
within the Borough’s Local Plan Scoping Report on those plans and programmes relevant to plan-
making and planning policy within the Borough and it is felt that this work already undertaken is 
suitable to be referenced to meet the requirements of Neighbourhood Plan SEA to avoid 
unnecessary duplication and costs. It should be noted however that not all of these are relevant to 
the micro level of a Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
The documents listed within the following sub-sections of this report are thought to be of particular 
relevance to Wivenhoe area. In addition, a number of plans and programmes have been deemed 
necessary for addition within the context of this Neighbourhood Plan SEA. The items marked with an 
asterisk do not appear in the Borough’s Scoping Report list. The relevance of these additional 
documents is explained in an Appendix of this document. 
 

2.1 National 

 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (2012) 

 Planning Practice Guidance (web based resource at 
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/  

 JNCC/Defra UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework (2012)  

 PPS 5 Historic Environment Guide 2010 

 Flood and Water Management Act, Defra, 2009  

 Safeguarding our soils, Defra, 2009  

 Localism Act 2011,  

 Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the SEA 
regulations) 

 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations, 2010  and the Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee (search facility for SACs etc) 

 

2.2 Regional 

 Haven Gateway Programme of Development: A Framework for Growth 2008 - 2017, Haven 
Gateway Partnership, 2007  

 Draft Anglian River Basin Management Plan 2015* 

 Draft Anglian Flood Risk Management Plan 2015* 
 

2.3 County 

 Living Landscapes, Essex Wildlife Trust  

 Essex Design Guide, Essex Planning Officers Association, 2005  

 North Essex Catchment Flood Management Plan, Environment Agency, 2009  

 Essex and South Suffolk Shoreline Management Plan, Environment Agency,2011 

 Commissioning school places in Essex 2014/19, Essex County Council, April 2015  

 Essex Minerals Local Plan, 2014 

http://www.colchester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=15253&p=0
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/
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 Education Contribution Guidelines Supplement, Essex County Council  

 The Essex Biodiversity Action Plan 2010 – 2020, Essex Biodiversity Project, 2011  

 Essex Transport Strategy: the Local Transport Plan for Essex, Essex County Council, June 
2011  

 Development Management Policies, Essex County Council, February 2011  

 The Greater Essex Integrated County Strategy, Essex County Council, December 2010 

 Joint Nature Conservation Committee, Essex Estuaries* 
 

2.4 Colchester Borough 

 Environmental Sustainability Strategy 2014 – 2018, Colchester Borough Council, 2014  

 Colchester Borough’s Core Strategy, Colchester Borough Council, 2008  

 Development Policies, Colchester Borough Council, 2010  

 Colchester’s Site Allocations, Colchester Borough Council, 2010  

 Colchester Borough’s Focussed Review of the Core Strategy and Development Policies, July 
2014* 

 Colchester Borough’s Strategic Plan, 2012-2015, Colchester Borough Council 2012 

 PPG17: Colchester Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study, PMP on behalf of Colchester 
Borough Council November 2007  

 Safer Colchester Partnership Annual Partnership Plan 2013-14, Colchester Borough Council  

 Townscape Character Assessment, Chris Blandford Associates on behalf of Colchester 
Borough Council, June 2006  

 Landscape Character Assessment, Chris Blandford Associates on behalf of Colchester 
Borough Council, November 2005 

 Landscape Capacity of Settlement Fringes in Colchester Borough, Chris Blandford 
Associates 2005* 

 Wivenhoe Conservation Area, Appraisal and Management Guidlines,Qube3 for Colchester 
Borough Council, 2007* 

 Affordable Housing SPD, Colchester Borough Council, August 2011  

 Provision of Community Facilities SPD, Colchester Borough Council, September 2009 & 
updated July 2013  

 Sustainable Design & Construction SPD, Colchester Borough Council, June 2011  

 Colchester Housing Strategy, Colchester Borough Council, 2012/13  

 Colchester Borough Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report July 2014* 

 Colchester Borough Issues and Options Consultation, January 2015* 

 Developing a Landscape for the Future: A Strategy for Landscape Planning of Development 
Sites within Colchester Borough, Colchester Borough Council, September 2013  

 Habitat Regulations Assessment Survey and Monitoring Programme, Final Report, 
Colchester Borough Council 2013 

 Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA), David Couttie Associates on behalf of the 
following LPAs: Braintree, Brentwood, Chelmsford, Colchester & Maldon, June 2014  

 Colchester Borough Green Infrastructure Strategy, Land Use Consultants on behalf of 
Colchester Borough Council, October 2011  

 

2.5 Neighbouring Authorities 

 An Economic Strategy for Tendring, Regeneris Consulting Ltd on behalf of Tendring District 
Council, 2013 
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2.6 Wivenhoe 

 Wivenhoe Town Plan, 2008* 

 Survey of residents* 
 

These can be viewed at http://wivenhoeneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/document-register/ 
 
 

3 Wivenhoe Neighbourhood Plan Area 

The Wivenhoe Neighbourhood Plan area covers the Wivenhoe Quay and Wivenhoe Cross Wards of 
Colchester. Between them these two wards contain three distinct areas. To the south is Wivenhoe 
Parish in which the main settlement area lies. To the north of the Parish there is the University of 
Essex campus, including an area designated as the Knowledge Gateway.  The third area consists of 
green fields to the north of the A133.  This last area contains very few dwellings.  
 
 

Neighbourhood Plan Area 

 
 
                   
 

3.1 Background  

The Wivenhoe settlement area is classified by Colchester Borough as a Rural District Centre.  It 
provides some facilities for neighbouring areas and has good transport links. The settlement area is 

http://wivenhoeneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/document-register/
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zoned as predominantly residential. It is physically separated from the University by open green 
fields.  An area adjacent to the University was zoned for University Academic purposes in the 2010 
site allocations but has not yet been developed. Almost all the land in the University area (including 
the Knowledge Gateway) is covered by the Colchester Borough 2010 site allocations – either for 
University purposes (including residential) or for employment use. The exception is a marshy area 
adjacent to the Colne.  The area to the north of the A133 is classified as a green field site.  
The Neighbourhood Plan will be making recommendations about the number of new dwellings and 
where they should be built and what type they should be.  It will also be considering other uses for 
land including land for employment generating use, open spaces, playing fields, a cemetery, 
allotments and additional community facilities. The site allocations will be identified following 
assessment.  Section 6.6 sets out the proposed criteria for assessing sites. 
 
Wivenhoe falls within the Borough of Colchester.  Colchester’s Core Strategy was adopted in 2008 
and the Development Policies DPD was adopted in 2010.  These were subjected to a focussed review 
in 2014 which went to external inspection.  The Site Allocations DPD was adopted in 2010.   The 
Borough is currently working on producing a new Local Plan likely to be adopted in 2017.  It has 
produced a Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report, July 2014, has made a Call for Sites (Summer 
2014, early 2015) and produced an Options and Issues consultation document, January 2015. 
 
The aspects of the current Borough Local Plan (Core Strategy, Development Policies DPD, and Site 
Allocations) which are of most relevance to the Wivenhoe Neighbourhood Plan are set out below. 
 
At present, development outside the settlement area, or those areas designated for University use, 
would normally be refused.  To provide for new housing the Wivenhoe NP will have to propose using 
land outside the current settlement area as there is little undeveloped land within the built-up area.   
 
Much of the land adjacent to the current settlement area is covered by other Local Plan policies. 
Within the Parish area about a half of the land not allocated for residential use falls with the Coastal 
Protection Belt (Core Strategy Policy ENV1, Development Policy DP23). Of the remainder of the 
undeveloped land within the Parish but outside the Coastal Protection Belt 22.7 hectares is 
designated as Proposed Open Space which is covered by Core Strategy Policy PR1 and Development 
Policy DP15.  The land to the east of the settlement area falls within a Mineral Safeguarding Zone.  
Some of this land is still being used for sand and gravel processing. The remainder of the land serves 
as a strategic break between the Wivenhoe settlement area and both the University and potential 
development.  The prevention of settlement coalescence is one of the issues addressed in the 
Borough’s scoping report. 
 
These various constraints make it difficult at this stage of the plan process to specify the number of 
new dwellings that can be accommodated adjacent to the settlement area.  Within the Parish area, 
six sites have formally been proposed under the Call for Sites, one of which (very small) falls in the 
Coastal Protection Belt (CPB) and a local nature reserve, another much larger one is within the 
Coastal Protection Belt. Two others are on land which is currently designated as Proposed Open 
Space and one of these is also in a Mineral Safeguarding Zone.  Only one site is on land without any 
special designation. 
 
The land to the north of the A133 has been put forward in the Call for Sites as part of larger, cross-
border garden suburb development.  This is one of the options put forward in the Borough’s Issues 
and Options consultation, January 2015.  The Wivenhoe part of the site is currently green field and 
contains three wildlife sites and a local nature reserve.  The Borough has indicated that any 
Neighbourhood Plans views for the use of this area will have to be sub-ordinate to the strategic 
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needs of the Borough.  The NP may be limited to making recommendations for public open space 
provision and landscaping. 
 
The area shown as University of Essex on the map is already predominantly covered by existing site 
allocation policies.  Some of the land is allocated for residential use and this is likely to be used for 
student residences as the University would like to be able to accommodate more students on 
campus. 
 

3.2 Neighbourhood Plan Objectives  

The objectives below have been identified based on a survey, a consultation day, on-line 
consultation, submissions from community groups and on the Borough policy documents. The 
following are the headline objectives.  The full list of sub-objectives for each headline objective is 
given in an Appendix to this document 
 
Objective 1 – Conserve and enhance Wivenhoe’s heritage assets and to protect and improve 
positive features which contribute to the townscape 

Objective 2 – Maintain Wivenhoe’s rural setting 

Objective 3 – Preserve and improve access to green spaces, countryside and the river 

Objective 4 – Ensure new residential development meets the needs of the local community 

Objective 5 - Development will only be supported when it is proposed in conjunction with                        
sustainable transport solutions. 

Objective 6 – Protect and improve existing community facilities and negotiate additional facilities in 
consequence of new development. 

Objective 7 – Ensure Wivenhoe’s infrastructure is adequate to meet the need of its residents 

Objective 8 – Protect and foster Wivenhoe’s natural environment for the benefit of, flora   people 
and wildlife 

Objective 9 – Create more employment opportunities for local people 

Objective 10 – Foster a more engaged relationship with the University of Essex. 

 
 

4 Baseline Environment 

The baseline environment is described below and where relevant comments on current 
problems/issues. 
 

4.1 Population and housing 

Population structure: 10,025 persons were recorded in the 2011 Census for the two wards of the 
NP area.  This includes students living on the University of Essex Campus. There were 2,214 students 
living in communal educational establishments in 2011 on the Campus.   
 
The Parish of Wivenhoe which covers the main settlement area had a population of 7,629 persons in 
2011 of whom around 500 were University of Essex students. Some of these students are likely to be 
permanent residents, some are students with families. In 2011 there were 285 students in Wivenhoe 
Parish who were living in all student households. The presence of so many students has a 
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considerable effect on the population characteristics of the WNP area.  While some of the students 
may be permanent residents and some may remain in Wivenhoe after graduation, the analysis of 
population characteristics below mainly focuses on the data available for Wivenhoe Parish which 
contains the settlement area.  
 
For the NP area as a whole 74.6% described themselves as White British.  For the Parish area the 
percentage was 87.6%, comparable to Colchester as a whole.  Students come from all over the world 
which explains the difference in percentages. 
 
The population age analysis for Wivenhoe Parish in 2011 is given in the following table: 
 
Percentages in each age group 2011, Wivenhoe Parish 

 Under 16 16 to 59 60 to 64 65 to 74 75 and over 

Wivenhoe 17% 56% 8% 11% 8% 

Colchester 18% 60% 6% 8% 8% 

England 19% 59% 6% 9% 8% 

Note: Due to rounding percentages may not add up to 100% 
 
The table shows that in 2011 Wivenhoe had a higher percentage of persons over 60 than Colchester 
and of England as a whole. The future housing and support requirement of this cohort needs to be 
considered. Ignoring inward and outward migration and assuming a 75%  ten year survival rate for 
the 65 to 74 age group implies a rise from 439 persons aged 75 to 84 in 2011 to 601 persons 
between 75 and 84 in 2021, a percentage rise of 37%. Post 2021, assuming a 50% survival rate the 
estimated percentage increase in those over 85 is 71%. 
 
The area not included in the Parish has a very different age structure due to the student population. 
 
The age structure for the Wivenhoe population excluding the Parish in 2011: 
 
  Percentages in each age group 2011 Census 

Under 18 18 to 24 25 to 59 60 and over 

1.6% 90.4% 8.0% 0.0% 

 

Growth in population on the Campus area is going to depend on how many student residences are 
built.  The University has land allocated for student housing and wishes to expand the number of 
students living on campus by about 20% over the next 5 years.  Future growth or timing is not 
certain.  For the remainder of the WNP area growth will depend upon the number of houses built 
and on trends in occupancy rates.  

Housing characteristics: The number of persons per room in 2011 was lower in Wivenhoe Parish 
than in Colchester as a whole. 

Persons per room, percentage of households in each category in Wivenhoe Parish: 
 

 Wivenhoe Colchester 

Up to0.5 persons per room 77.3% 73.0% 

Over 0.5 and up to 1 person per room 21.7% 25.9% 

Over 1 and up to 1.5 persons per room 0.8% 0.9% 

Over 1.5 persons per room 0.02% 0.02% 

 



Page 11 of 56  

 

The total number of dwellings in the two Wivenhoe wards was 3,239 in 2001 and 3595 in 2011, an 
increase of 11.0%. Since 2011 around 50 additional houses have been built.  

In Wivenhoe Parish there were 3,186 dwellings in 2001 and 3,482, an increase of 9.3%.  Despite this 
increase in dwellings, most of which were family size homes, the population of Wivenhoe Parish only 
rose by 5.8%.  Making a more efficient use of the existing housing stock is one of the challenges 
facing Wivenhoe. 

In 2011, 50% of household spaces in Wivenhoe Parish contained 6 or more rooms and 23% 
contained 4 or fewer rooms, compared to 45% and 31% respectively for Colchester Borough.  In 
2001 the number of household spaces in Wivenhoe with 6 or more rooms was 44% and with 4 or 
fewer was 26%.  There has been a shift towards larger dwellings partly because of the nature of new 
building over the period and also because of extensions and loft conversions.  The Zoopla estimate 
of the average selling price of a dwelling in Wivenhoe over the last three years is £248,472 compared 
to the average price in 2013 in Colchester as a whole of £202,717 (source: Colchester scoping 
report).  The lack of housing in Wivenhoe that first time buyers can afford was one of the issues 
identified in the neighbourhood survey. 

In 2011, for the Parish area 76.6% of households owned their homes, with over a half owning the 
property outright. 17.8% rented privately.  Only 4.4% lived in socially rented housing.  Much of the 
post war LA housing in Wivenhoe has been sold and not adequately replaced.  Recently 5 new LA 
houses have been built but this will have a negligible effect on the percentage.  In 2013 there were 
25 families and 29 single people living in Wivenhoe who were on the Colchester Borough housing 
register.  The allocation of social housing is done on a Borough wide basis so there is no guarantee 
that new social housing in Wivenhoe will go to Wivenhoe people. 

Older residents housing needs: The data on age structure above shows that the number of older 
residents is set to increase.  Wivenhoe is relatively short of supported housing for older people.  It 
does not have a care home.  Compared to Colchester there is an under-provision of sheltered units.  
There are two LA facilities with 34 units between them.  These are allocated on a Borough-wide 
basis.  In Colchester as a whole in 2013 there were 126 units of supported housing/housing with care 
per 1000 people over 75 and for Essex the equivalent number was 155.  For Wivenhoe in 2011 the 
number per 1000 over 75 was only 55.  A lack of a care home and the shortage of sheltered housing 
was one of the issues identified in the survey.    

In addition to the LA supported units, the Wivenhoe Housing Trust, a registered charity, owns 13 
almshouses which it rents to older local people at a social rent.   

There are some services available to help the elderly remain in their own homes including a branch 
of Bluebird Care in Wivenhoe which provides support services and a local firm (Dinners Direct) which 
delivers dinners to the elderly and infirm. There is also a voluntary group “Helping Hands” which 
provides a range of services mainly for the elderly.  

Summary of key points, population and housing: 
 

 The population of the settlement area is biased towards older age groups 

 The housing stock has a relatively low proportion of smaller dwellings  

 Under occupancy of the housing stock is quite high 

 It is difficult for first time buyers to acquire a home in Wivenhoe 

 There is a shortage of accommodation aimed specifically at the elderly 
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4.2 Economic and Social Characteristics 

Deprivation indices: The NP area contains 5 super output layer sub areas.  Two of the areas fall in 
the 10th decile for the index of deprivation, one in the ninth decile, and one in the eighth (the higher 
the decile the less deprived the area is) 

NS-SeC classifications: The data here relates to the Wivenhoe Parish Area. In 2011, 15.5% of the 
population aged 16 to 74 were classified in category 1 (Higher Managerial, Administrative and 
Professional Occupations) compared to 10.7% for Colchester as a whole, and 23.8% in category 2 
(Lower Managerial, Administrative and Professional Occupations) compared to 22.6% for Colchester. 
Looking at the population under 65 and classifying by the occupational category of the household 
reference person, 49.6% lived in households where the household reference person was in category 
1 or 2 compared to 41.9% for Colchester and 38.0% for England. 

Educational qualifications: For the Parish 38.3% of those over 16 had educational qualifications of 
level 4 or above compared to 27.2% for Colchester as a whole. For the NP area the percentage was 
31.5%. 

Economic Activity: In 2011 68% of the Parish population aged 16 to 74 was economically active, a 
lower percentage than for Colchester (71%) however 17% of the age group in Wivenhoe were 
retired compared to 13% for Colchester.  Of those still economically active 3.4% were unemployed 
compared to 4.1% for Colchester.  The percentage in the age group who were long term sick or 
disabled was 2.2% compared to 4.1% for Colchester. 

Employment: The major employer in the NP area is the University with approximately 2,000 
employees.  Around 670 university employees live locally in the CO7 9 postal area (Source: the 
University).  There is the potential for an extra 2,000 jobs as the Knowledge Gateway expands.  

There is a small business park with 27 units and some poly-functional units in Cook’s Shipyard and 
there are also a few other business premises within the settlement area.  The WivenhoeFirst website 
lists over 200 small businesses/tradespersons based in Wivenhoe. 

Retail and other commercial: Within the Parish there are three convenience food stores, two 
post offices, hairdressers/barbers, some speciality shops and outlets. On the University Campus 
there are some shops aimed mainly at students, a post office and two bank branches.   

Wivenhoe outlets are in competition with nearby supermarkets and Colchester town centre. An 
analysis of the retail floor space in Wivenhoe District Centre is given below: 

Gross Floorspace              sq.m. % UK Ave. % 

Convenience                              724 78.4% 17.1% 

Comparison 80 8.7% 46.5% 

Service 107 11.6% 24.4% 

Vacant 12 1.3% 12.0% 

Total 932   

(Retail and Town Centre Uses Study, Colchester Borough 2013)  

Wivenhoe settlement area has 6 pubs.  These, the shops and other small-scale ventures all 
contribute to local employment.  

 

Tourism and visitors: The University hosts conferences, mainly in the vacation.  The Wivenhoe 
House Hotel is located on campus.  Wivenhoe Parish has only one small guesthouse plus a few 
householders offer bed and breakfast. In the summer visiting yachts stay for a night or so but 
predominantly the visitor trade to the Parish area is of the day trip variety, particularly for events 
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such as the Regatta. It is a popular destination for people walking along the river from Colchester or 
using the National Cycle Network route 51. 

 

Roads and transport links and travel: Apart from very local motor vehicle trips Wivenhoe is 
linked to the wider road network by the A133 which, particularly at rush hour, is frequently 
congested at that part known as Clingoe Hill on the approach to the roundabout at Greenstead.  
Links to the A120/A12 are poor.   

Within Wivenhoe there are two roads which carry the brunt of the traffic – the B1028 which links to 
the A133 and a minor road which links to Alresford.  Both of these are also residential streets within 
the settlement area.  Congestion on these roads was an issue for many residents in the survey.  

Wivenhoe has a station with direct trains to London but the station is not fully accessible for the 
disabled.  The Station is less conveniently located for the University which would like an additional 
station, one that would be situated more conveniently for the University and its students and 
employees.  

There is a very frequent bus service to Colchester.   

There is a permissive cycle track alongside the river linking Lower Wivenhoe, the University and 
Colchester.  A new cycle track to link upper Wivenhoe and the University is due to be built by the 
end of 2015.   

The 2011 Census showed that Wivenhoe Parish had a slightly higher proportion of economically 
active 16 to 74 year olds who worked from home than for Colchester as a whole – 6.1% as opposed 
to 5.2%.  Of those who travelled to work (i.e. excluding those working from home) 62% went in a car 
or van (66% for Colchester), 13.2% used the train (Colchester 8.2%), 15.3% walked or used a bike 
(17.4% for Colchester) and only7.2% used the bus, despite the 10 minute frequency to Colchester 
centre, (6.1% for Colchester).   

 

4.3 Environmental Characteristics 

Heritage: Wivenhoe has long been recognised as an historic town with its maritime heritage.  In the 

Council  for  British  Archaeology’s  list of towns of architectural  and  historic  importance  (Historic  
Towns 1965)  Wivenhoe  was  one  of  a  number  of Essex  towns  which  were  noted  as  being  
'outstanding'.  There are 74 buildings in Wivenhoe listed by English Heritage and a further 76 assets 
on the Colchester Local List.   

Part of Wivenhoe was designated a conservation area in 1969. Most of the listed buildings are 
located within this Conservation Area though there are a few elsewhere including Wivenhoe House 
on the University Campus.  Assets on the Local List are more widely dispersed and include vistas and 
parcels of land as well as buildings.  There is a grouping at the Cross which was at one time a small 
settlement in its own right. The location of EH and Locally Listed properties can be seen on the 
Borough planning C-map.  An extract for Lower Wivenhoe is given below  

The Goods Shed at the Station is on the Heritage at Risk register with a priority A rating and the barn 
beside Wivenhoe Lodge with a D priority rating. There are no Article 4 directions in place in the 
Conservation Area.   

A report by Qube3 for Colchester Borough Council in 2007 recommended extending the 
Conservation Area.    

Wivenhoe Park on the University Campus is on the National Register of Parks of Special Historic 
Interest. 
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Landscape and biodiversity:  The area to the north of the Parish contains the University 
Campus/Knowledge Gateway and a greenfield area adjacent to Salary Brook and the A133.   

The University is situated on the site of the former Wivenhoe Park, part of which is on the National 
Register of Parks of Special Historic Interest.  It is well-wooded and most of the buildings are 
screened from the A133 and the B1028 by trees.   

The area on the other side of the A133 from the University is agricultural land and partly wooded.  
The general effect is that this stretch of the A133 appears to be rural.  The B road which leads off the 
A133 to Wivenhoe is bounded first by trees and by fields on either side until the built-up area is 
reached.   
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The Wivenhoe settlement area is defined as a rural district settlement area.  Its physical separation 
from the University by a strategic green break as well as the rural approach along the A133 is very 
important to the residents, giving Wivenhoe its “sense of place”.  

To the west and south the NP area is bounded by the River Colne.  Much of the land in the Parish 
outside the settlement area is designated as Coastal Protection Belt.  
 

 
Figure 1:  Coastal Protection Belt 

 
The river is recognised in the Local Plan as a “green link” and the Wivenhoe Trail which runs 
alongside the river is rural in nature nearly as far as the northern border of the NP area.  
Immediately adjacent to the river there is foreshore and marshland.   
 
The land rises on the Wivenhoe side of the river to a plateau. The land sloping up from the river 
contains wooded areas both in the Parish and adjacent to the University.  The importance of the 
river and the associated rural walks and fine views and vistas was highly valued by survey 
respondents.  The Colne estuary is also important for wildlife (see designations below). 

 
There is a diversity of landscapes and habitats within the NP area. It contains: 
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-  marshland and woodland mentioned above.   
-  The non-residential higher land in the Parish area is predominantly agricultural. 
-  Some of the land lies within the Mineral Safeguarding zone.  Much of this has been restored 

but there is still sand and gravel processing on part of the area.  
-  The University area has a parkland setting but also contains some high rise buildings.   
-  In the area to the North of the A133, the land rises from the Salary Brook valley. This area is 

predominantly agricultural but contains some ancient woodland.  
 
There are a number of designations to protect the landscape and biodiversity.  The Neighbourhood 
Plan area contains several areas designated as Sites of Special Scientific Interest.  The Upper Colne 
marshes site has several geographically discrete parts and includes land on both sides of the river 
and extends into Tendring.  The estuary foreshore is particularly important for birdlife and the 
marshes support a water vole population.  There is an SSSI of geological interest (Wivenhoe Gravel 
Pit).   There are no Natura sites within the area.  The boundary of Wivenhoe is only about 800 
metres from a Ramsar site on the Colne, from a Special Area of Conservation and from a Special 
Protection Area all of which overlap.  HRA screening could potentially be needed. 
 
There are two local nature reserves: one in Wivenhoe Parish including Wivenhoe Woods and part of 
Ferry Marsh with an area of 25.3 hectares; the other is the Salary Brook nature reserve in the area to 
the North of the A133 with an area of 17.09 hectares.   
 
There are also several Local Wildlife sites. There are 3 in the area to the North of the A133 with a 
combined area of 30.52 hectares. Much of the University Campus is also designated with a 
combined area of 38.13 hectares.  There is a marshland area to the west of the Campus (25.97 
hectares).   
 
There are two local wildlife sites in the Parish totalling 18.8 hectares.  The various designations do to 
some extent overlap.  The reasons for designation differ.  The sites between them cover maritime 
habitats, river marshland pasture, ancient woodlands, parkland habitat and a site important to 
invertebrates. The location of all the designated sites can be seen on Colchester Borough’s Local 
Development Framework C-map. 
https://stratus.pbondemand.eu/connect/colchesterborough/?mapcfg=localdevelopmentframework 

 

https://stratus.pbondemand.eu/connect/colchesterborough/?mapcfg=localdevelopmentframework
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Figure 2:  Existing local nature reserves (hatched in brown) and wildlife sites (edged in green) 
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Figure 3:  SSSI (shown in bright green), sites of Special Areas of Conservation (SAC – outlined in black and 
shaded black- in bottom right hand corner with the RAMSAR site edged in blue). 

 
 
Those areas which have no formal designation make a contribution to the landscape and to 
biodiversity.  The former and present mineral workings in Wivenhoe Parish are shown as falling 
within the Essex Living Landscapes target area 71.  Some of the former workings have been returned 
to agricultural land and are used for this purpose but some is not currently cultivated.  The fallow 
area supports four types of wild orchid, the relatively rare carex divisa and nectar-rich fleabane but 
these are at risk of being overgrown by brambles.  There are two fishing lakes. 
 
 In the Blandford report of June 2006 on Wivenhoe townscape, important wooded areas and 
hedgerows were identified as shown in the following map: 
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Figure 4:  Townscape Character Assessment by Chris Blandford Associates 2006 

 
There are tree preservation orders on many of the trees on the University Campus and on the 
wooded areas in the Salary Brook area but most of the tree orders formerly in place with the Parish 

Area have lapsed. 
 

Townscape:  In 1961 the population was under 3,000 mostly in the settlement area.   In 1964 the 
University of Essex opened and the population soared by almost 95% to 5,316 in 1971, and that did 
not include the then newly built Dene Park estate, which remained officially part of Elmstead parish 
until 1997.  

By 2011 the population had risen to 10,025, of whom 7,629 were living with the Parish area. Most of 
the housing built during this period of growth is typical of its date – low rise, built around closes and 
cul-de-sacs and with quite a high proportion of bungalows for the 1970 and 1980 houses.   

The more recent building on brown field sites close to the river has attempted to echo the style of 
adjoining housing in the historic part of Wivenhoe, includes more 3 storey properties and has been 
to a higher density.  The new development by the river has incorporated pedestrian areas along the 
riverbank.   

The historic part of Wivenhoe includes many listed buildings and is characterised by narrow streets.  
The older parts suffer from on-street parking as many of the properties have no garages or parking 
space.  There are few trees on publicly-owned land within the settlement area.  Those trees within 
gardens are therefore important to the townscape.  Wivenhoe Woods and the King George V playing 
field lie outside the settlement area but contribute to the townscape setting. 
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4.4 Climate, Water and Air Quality 

 Flooding:  The River Colne is susceptible to the effects of climate change.  Intertidal areas are being 
lost.  It is proposed that after 2025 the sea defences south of the barrier on the Colne will no longer 
be protected  in the way they are now, and that the sea defence will be breached and an area lying 
within the Parish will be allowed to flood.  The public footpath to Brightlingsea runs along the sea 
defence and will need to be realigned.   
 
The settlement area of Wivenhoe and land further up the Colne is protected from tidal flooding by a 
barrier.  There is a potential risk if an extreme fluvial event coincided with high tides or surges 
necessitating the closing of the barrier.  The low lying marshland in the Parish and adjacent to the 
University is in flood zone 3 but protected by sea defences which provide a potential overflow area if 
such an event were to occur.   
 
There are two other small water courses in the NP area.  Salary Brook to the north has in the past 
overflowed blocking the A133 caused by a blockage somewhere along its length.  Some of the land 
immediately adjacent to Salary Brook is in flood zone 3. 
 
A brook runs through the settlement area (known as The Town Drain).  This on occasions has 
flooded in Queens Road again due to a blockage. If climate change leads to more substantial 
downpours both these watercourses could again overflow.  Maintenance of the culverts is very 
important.  
                                        

 
Figure 5:  Risk of Flooding from Rivers and Sea 

 

The water quality in the Colne is sometimes affected by spillage problems at the sewage treatment 
plant up stream.  
 
                                       



Page 21 of 56  

 

 
                            Figure 6: Map of risk of surface water flooding in the top half of the WNP area 

 

 
                                     Figure 7:  Map of risk of surface water flooding in the bottom half of the WNP area 

                     
Air quality and climate factors: Traffic is a contributor to air pollution.  The number of cars or 
vans per household in the Parish area in 2011 was 1.22 compared to 1.27 for Colchester Borough as 
a whole and 1.16 for England.  For the NP area as a whole there were 1.19 cars or vans per 
household.  There are no declared AQMA in the NP area.  
 
Water supply: Affinity Water supplies most of the Wivenhoe NP area.  There is no predicted water 
supply short fall for Affinity’s Eastern supply region (North East Essex) in Affinity’s plan period which 
runs to 2040. 
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4.5 Soil and Minerals 

None of the agricultural land in Wivenhoe is classified higher than 3B.  Part of the former gravel 
extraction site was in-filled at a date when regulations on what could be used were less stringent 
than they are currently.   
 
Mineral extraction has now ceased in Wivenhoe but is continuing on adjacent land in Tendring.  The 
processing however is taking place within the Wivenhoe area.  The recent Essex Minerals Local Plan 
projects that this will continue to 2031 and the normal rules for a minerals exclusion zone will apply.   
 
The water table can be quite high on the Wivenhoe plateau area because of the underlying London 
Clay.  

 
4.6 Health 

Wivenhoe has a doctor’s surgery which it is hoped is shortly is going to move to larger premises.  The 
Practice is stretched and at the present time there is a waiting time of around a month for non-
urgent appointments.  There is also a medical centre on the University Campus which is staffed by 
doctors from the Rowhedge Practice.  
 
Wivenhoe also has a pharmacy, two dental practices, a practice offering physiotherapy and 
osteopathy, an optician and an acupuncturist.  Because of the need to change buses Wivenhoe does 

not meet the Borough’s recommended standard of being within 30 minutes travel time by bus from 
the General Hospital, though it does meet the target for the County Hospital but that is soon to be 
closed. 
 
In 2011 83.9% of Wivenhoe Parish residents described themselves as of very good or good health.  
This percentage of 83.9% is more heavily weighted towards the elderly than that of Colchester as 
whole but this percentage is slightly higher than that for Colchester which was 83.7%.  However, the 
lack of care home facilities in Wivenhoe may mean that the very frail elderly have moved elsewhere.   

For the NP area as a whole, which includes the student population, 86.5% said they enjoyed very 
good or good health. 

 
4.7 Education and Schools 

University: There are over 10,000 students studying at the Colchester campus, over 2,000 of whom 
live on the site and around 500 reside in Wivenhoe. 

Secondary Schools: There are no secondary schools in the NP area.  The closest school is in 
neighbouring Greenstead but currently the majority of children attend the Colne School in 
Brightlingsea.  Free school transport to the Colne is being phased out so the situation could change. 
Travel to school can add to carbon emissions.  There is no safe cycling route to either the Colne 
School or Colchester Academy for children living in the settlement area. 

Primary Schools:  There are three primary schools – Broomgrove Infants and Broomgrove Junior 
School and Millfields Primary School.  Combined these provide 90 school places for each primary 
school year group.  The Schools are currently fully subscribed both currently and for the 2015 entry. 
At present some children are accepted from outside the two priority areas, which is effectively the 
NP area.  For the academic year 2014 to 2015 there are 78 children attending the combined schools 
who live outside the priority areas.  An increase in demand for school places at age 5 could be 
accommodated by excluding applicants from outside the area, but there are difficulties in 
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accommodating children already of primary school age who move into the area.  A rough estimate is 
that around 45 to 50 children resident in Wivenhoe attend schools elsewhere.  

Pre-school and nursery schools: The University has a day nursery which takes children from three 
months old.  Priority is given to University students but surplus places are made available to the 
general public.  Within the settlement area there are 3 pre-schools and 2 Montessori Schools which 
provide mainly for the pre-school are range. 

Library: There is a public library which is open part time. 

 
 

4.8 Sports Facilities and Open Spaces 

Sports facilities: The Broad Lane Sport Ground has an area of 10.5 acres and includes a football pitch 
with stadium and club-house plus 3 additional football pitches and 4 tennis courts. This land is 
leased from Colchester Borough.  A further 7 
acres are owned by Wivenhoe Youth Football 
club. This area contains 4 football pitches and a 
floodlit training pitch.   The facilities are used by 
Wivenhoe people as well as from both the rest 
of Colchester and parts of Tendring.  There is a 
shortage of pitches for football and a waiting 
list for the various children’s and youth teams. 
Other sports such as American Football, rugby 
and hockey cannot be accommodated.   
 
Wivenhoe also has a cricket ground and the 
Club would like to extend its site.  There is a 
bowling club.   The University has numerous 
sports facilities, both indoor and outdoor.  The 
general public can use these facilities for the 
payment of an annual fee.   The University has 
expressed a desire to extend its outdoor pitches 
facilities.   
 
There is no swimming pool at the University or 
elsewhere within the NP area.  The nearest 
public swimming pool is in Colchester but is not 
on a bus route.  In the survey 51% of 
respondents said they went swimming regularly 
or occasionally.  For almost all of these trips a car would have been used. 
 
There is a sailing club with slipways and club-house.  This facility is also used by people from outside 
the NP area.   
 
Wivenhoe Parish has no dedicated indoor sports facility apart from a snooker club. 

 
Public and private open spaces:  In Wivenhoe Parish, the King George V playing field (around 16 
acres) lies on the western edge of the settlement area. Wivenhoe Woods, the adjacent marshland 
nature reserve and Lower Lodge farm are also public open space (with a combined area of about 41 
hectares).   
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There are two areas of land presently designated as Proposed Open Space: part of Ferry Marsh and 
land to the east of the Broadfields estate and the Cricket Club.  Part of this land is currently not 
farmed and is used as a recreational area for residents in Upper Wivenhoe.   
 
Within the settlement area there are some small play/recreational areas.  The University parkland 
provides recreational open space.  The Salary Brook Nature Reserve provides accessible open space 
for the land to the North of the A133.  This is less used by Wivenhoe residents but is very important 
to our Greenstead neighbours.  

 

4.9 Indoor Community Facilities 

The only publicly provided indoor facility in the settlement area is the William Loveless Hall.  This 
was built in 1965 when the population of Wivenhoe was considerably less than now and is a 
relatively small building and is very heavily booked.  The remainder of the venues are either owned 
by voluntary groups or are commercially provided. A list is given in an Appendix to this report.  
 
Whilst the William Loveless Hall is DDA compliant, not all of the other premises which get hired out 
are fully disabled compliant and some are subject to booking restrictions.  
 
Until recently the Youth club used a hall in the Phillip Road Centre but this is no longer available as 
the building is being converted to provide a Health Centre to replace the existing Doctors’ Surgery.  
There is currently no suitable venue for the Youth Club.   
 
Most of the community buildings are in Lower Wivenhoe and there is a shortage in Upper Wivenhoe.  
 
The University has a range of facilities which serve the student population some of which can be 
used by the general public (art gallery, theatre etc). 
 

4.10 Cemetery 

The current cemetery will very shortly be full.  A site is needed for an additional traditional cemetery 
and possibly a green burial ground.  The high water table affects where such sites could be situated. 
 

4.11 Allotments 

Wivenhoe Town Council owns 136 plots and there is a waiting list of 48 people at the present time. 
 

4.12 Crime 

There were 410 recorded crimes in the Wivenhoe NP area between March 2014 and February 2015, 
about 40 crimes per 1000 of the population. These figures include the University.   
 
The Wivenhoe Parish is generally considered a very safe community in which to live. 

 
 
5 Key Environmental Issues 

Some issues require Borough wide policies and actions.  The key issues identified below relate to 
those areas where the Neighbourhood Plan can, at least partially have an influence. 
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There is an element of uncertainty about the issues likely to face Wivenhoe in the future as it may be 
that in its next Local Plan the Borough will opt to build a garden suburb in conjunction with Tendring 
on land north of the A133.  Some of site which is being considered falls within the NP area and some 
within Tendring.  Such a development, particularly in the initial stages before the garden suburb has 
a full complement of facilities, is likely to have an effect on demand for primary school places, 
medical care and also sports and community facilities in Wivenhoe.  The proposed garden suburb 
would add considerably on congestion on the A133 and on traffic within Wivenhoe.  Wivenhoe 
railway station would be the nearest railway station and commuter wishing to use the train would 
use the main road through Wivenhoe to get to the station.  
 

5.1  Settlement coalescence:  Wivenhoe residents are strongly in favour of preserving 

Wivenhoe’s rural setting and retaining a strategic break between the University and the settlement 
area and also between the settlement area and other possible developments in neighbouring 
Tendring.  The need to provide for possible future University expansion could be an issue. 
 

5.2  Ageing population:  This is a problem for the Borough as a whole and is particularly acute 

for Wivenhoe.  Provision of housing adapted to the needs of older people is one of the challenges for 
the NP area. 
 

5.3  Housing people can afford:  There is a shortage of affordable housing (in the sense of 

subsidised housing) and of market housing at prices or rents which younger people can afford.  The 
current housing stock is biased towards family-sized housing. 
 

5.4  Schools, Medical Facilities and Community Facilities:  These are already stretched 

so an increase in population will add to the strain. 
 

5.5  Sustainable transport:  There is a need to reduce reliance on car travel and to locate 

developments to minimise effects on congestion and air pollution and to encourage greener travel 
and more home working. 

 

5.6  Coastal protection:  The greenfield setting of the Colne could be under threat from 

development. 
 

5.7  Biodiversity: Development needs to be located so that the impact on biodiversity is kept to 

a minimum and where possible should be associated with improvements to natural habitats. Some 
habitats are currently not being maintained optimally from the wildlife point of view.  
 

5.8  Access to open spaces and countryside:  Development needs to be located so that 

open spaces are as far as possible protected and so that all parts of the settlement area and our 
neighbours in Greenstead have access to open spaces and rural walks. 
 

5.9  Heritage:  The Conservation Area does not cover all the relevant older parts of Wivenhoe 

and there has been some degradation within the area as no Article 4 orders are in place.  There is 
one listed building that is in a very bad state and currently constitutes an eyesore. 
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6 Sustainability Objectives and Proposed Methodology for 
appraising the NP  

The proposed SEA framework below is modelled on the Borough’s scoping report.  Some of the 
objectives identified by the Borough are not relevant at the neighbourhood plan level, for example 
retail activity in Colchester town centre.  Some of the objectives have been expanded to reflect the 
particular circumstances of Wivenhoe and a little background information has been included. 
Colchester Borough identified the following issues in their scoping report: 

6.1  Social Issues 

 

 The provision of housing to meet local needs 

 Meeting the demand for affordable housing 

 Ensuring Colchester does not lose its identity and that new communities are well integrated 

 Matching population and economic growth 

 Managing the demands of an aging population 

 Provision of services and school places 

 Air quality 

 Fear of crime 

 

6.2  Economic Issues 

 

 Attracting investment and helping business growth, job creation 

 Improved transportation and attractive travel links to reduce congestion 

 Impact on Colchester Town centre of retail growth in District Centres 

 Revitalising the rural economy 

 Supporting the growth plans of the University of Essex and balancing this with protecting the 

surrounding countryside and the long established objective to avoid coalescence with Wivenhoe 

 

6.3  Environmental Issues  

 Maintaining the natural and built environment 

 Strategic green gaps between settlements 

 Protection of important landscapes 

 Effects on internationally important wildlife sites 

 Pressure on greenfield land 

 Climate issues 

 Flooding issues 

 Amount of Waste produced 

 Carbon dioxide emissions and difficulty of promoting sustainable design and construction 

 Impact of large scale renewable energy schemes 

 

The Colchester scoping report includes an SEA framework which has been adapted for the Wivenhoe 
context and which sets out the NP SEA objectives. The framework below also includes a little 
background information and shows how the SEA objectives are related to the Neighbourhood plan 
objectives and to SEA themes. 
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6.4 The Appraisal of Policies  

The SEA of the Plan (within the forthcoming Environmental Report) will assess the document’s 
policies against the SEA Objectives outlined in the SEA framework. The aim is to assess the 
sustainability effects of the Plan following implementation. The assessment will look at the 
secondary, cumulative, synergistic, short, medium and long-term permanent and temporary effects 
in accordance with Annex 1 of the SEA Directive, as well as assess alternatives and provide 
mitigation measures where appropriate. The findings will be accompanied by an appraisal matrix 
which will document the effects over time. 

For clarity, within the Environmental Report, assessments will likely be set out in the same format as 
shown in Table 6.    

Table 1: Impact on SEA objectives 

 Sustainability Objectives 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Short Term               

Medium Term               

Long Term               

 

The content to be included within the table responds to those ‘significant effects’ of the policy or 
element of the Plan subject to assessment. Assessment will also look at the following: 

 Temporal effects; 

 Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic effects; 

 The appraisal of Alternatives; 

 Impacts on indicators; and 

 Proposed mitigation measures / recommendations 

These, and ‘significant effects’ are further described in the following sub-sections. 

6.4.1 Description of ‘Significant Effects’ 

The strength of impacts can vary dependant on the relevance of the policy content to certain SEA 
objectives or themes. Where the policies have been appraised against the SEA Objectives the 
following key has been used to illustrate a range of possible impacts: 

++ Significantly Positive X Negative 

+ 
Positive XX Significantly Negative 

/ Uncertain 0 No impact 

 

Commentary is also included to describe the significant effects of the policy on the SEA objectives. 
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6.4.2 Description of ‘Temporal Effects’ 

The appraisals of the policies contained within the Plan recognise that impacts may vary over time.  
Three time periods have been used to reflect this and are shown in the appraisal tables as S (short 
term), M (medium term) and L (long term). For the purpose of the Plan S, M and L depict: 

(S) Short term and (M) Medium Term: Early stages of the plan period. 

(L) Long term: Latter stages of the plan period 

6.4.3 Description of ‘Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic Effects’ 

In addition to those effects that may arise indirectly (secondary effects), relationships between 
different policies will be assessed in order to highlight any possible strengthening or weakening of 
impacts from their implementation together. Cumulative effects respond to impacts occurring 
directly from two different policies together, and synergistic effects are those that offer a 
strengthening of more than one policy that is greater than any individual impact. 

6.4.4 Description of ‘Alternatives Considered’  

Alternatives for the direction of policies will be appraised and chronicled alongside each appraisal, 
together with the reason for their rejection / non-progression. This sub-section may only be 
applicable in the latter stages of the plan, where preferred approaches are set out. 

6.4.5 Description of ‘Impacts on Indicators’ 

In order to quantify the potential impacts highlighted in the policies, a range of indicators have been 
identified directly relevant to the impacts specified. These will help monitor the successfulness of 
the policy and to what extent it has helped deliver sustainable development. 

6.4.6 Description of ‘Proposed Mitigation Measures / Recommendations’ 

Negative or uncertain impacts may be highlighted within appraisals. As such, mitigation measures 
may be needed and these will be highlighted in this section for each policy where relevant. In 
addition to this, this section will also include any recommendations that are not directly linked to 
negative or uncertain impacts, but if incorporated may lead to sustainability improvements. 

 

6.5 SEA Framework (of policy content) 

Table 2: SEA Framework 

SEA Objective Context and assessment questions 
 

Indicators  

1. To meet the housing 
needs of Wivenhoe 
residents which will enable 
them to live in a decent, safe 
house at a price they can 
afford. 

Housing for older people has been 
identified in the survey as a need, 
also housing that local people can 
afford.  

Does the plan provide for these 
needs? 

Number of new dwellings 
that meet the needs of the 
elderly; number of 
affordable dwellings; A shift 
in the housing stock towards 
smaller dwellings  

2. Development to make an 
efficient use of land 

Wivenhoe is currently relatively 
short of smaller dwellings so new 
terraced dwellings would be 
appropriate. 

 Does the plan make efficient use of 

Number of dwellings at 
more than 30 per hectare 
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SEA Objective Context and assessment questions 
 

Indicators  

land? 

3. Location of new 
development should 
encourage walking and use 
of sustainable transport and 
minimise impact on current 
traffic congestion. 

Some areas are nearer to bus routes 
than others. Some offer potential for 
additional cycle routes. 

 Does the plan encourage 
sustainable transport modes? 

Does it provide for footpaths and 
cycle paths? 

Would development lead to 
additional public transport 
provision? 

Whether there is a modal 
shift towards greener forms 
of travel. 
Whether peak hour traffic 
from new developments 
feeds on to roads with less 
congestion. 
New cycle paths/footpath 
links 

4.  Dwellings should be of 
good design, 
environmentally friendly 
and should complement the 
current townscape 

The current townscape is 
characterised by low rise buildings. 
Space should be provided for 
recycling storage and bicycles. 

Will the plan lead to good design 
features and energy efficiency? 

How the scale and design of 
new dwellings relates to the 
existing townscape. 
Will it deliver effective SUDS 
schemes? 
 

5. To build a sustainable 
community with good 
education, health and social 
outcomes. 

There is some pressure on primary 
school places. There is pressure on 
GP facilities.  

 Does the plan provide adequately 
for future educational and medical 
needs?  

Whether children in the NP 
area will be able to attend 
the local schools.  
Waiting times for medical 
appointments 

6. To protect existing 
community facilities and to 
secure additional facilities.  

The William Loveless Hall is small for 
the size of the community; Upper 
Wivenhoe is less well supplied with 
meeting space than Lower 
Wivenhoe. The Youth club has no 
place to meet. There is unmet 
demand for sporting activities.  
There is a shortage of allotments and 
the cemetery is nearly full. 

 Does the plan provide for adequate 
community facilities for current and 
potential new residents? 

Whether 106/CIL 
contributions provide 
additional facilities and 
whether developers make 
sites available for playing 
fields/allotments/ cemetery. 

Whether any existing 
community facilities are lost.  

7. To preserve the rural 
nature of Wivenhoe  

The strategic green break between 
Wivenhoe and the University and 
other potential developments is 
important to the residents. There 
are wooded areas and hedgerows 
which are important to the 
landscape.  

 Does the plan provide adequate 

Whether there is new 
development on the current 
green break or on the 
border with Tendring;  
 
 Whether potential new 
development on the north 
side of the A133 is 
adequately screened by tree 
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SEA Objective Context and assessment questions 
 

Indicators  

safeguards for the landscape? planting; 
 Whether valued trees and 
woods are preserved. 

8. To preserve the green 
setting of the river Colne 

The land adjacent to the Colne is 
currently in the Coastal Protection 
Belt.  The Borough is considering 
reviewing the extent of the CPB.  The 
green setting of the river, and the 
vistas to and from the river are 
important to residents of Wivenhoe 
and to those in Rowhedge, to river 
users and walkers.  

Does the plan steer development 
away from sensitive coastal areas? 

Whether there is new 
residential or other 
development on land which 
is sensitive for the setting of 
the Colne 

9. To preserve and enhance 
access to green spaces, the 
open countryside and the 
river 

Some of the sites put forward are on 
proposed open space and others on 
areas used for recreation.  

 Does the plan strike the right 
balance between development and 
other needs? 

Whether open spaces are 
lost;  
 Whether new open space 
provision is be provided; 
Whether footpath networks 
are affected; whether 
residents have access to 
nearby green spaces. 

10. Protect and enhance 
biodiversity 

The NP area contains sites of special 
scientific interest, two local nature 
reserves and a number of local 
wildlife sites.  There are also areas of 
wildlife value with no current 
designation.  

 Does the plan steer development 
away from areas important to 
biodiversity?  

Whether new development 
is near to an SSI;  
Whether nature reserves or 
wildlife site are lost; 
Whether new nature 
reserves/ country parks are 
created;  

11. To protect and enhance 
Wivenhoe’s Heritage Assets 

Wivenhoe contains a large number 
of listed buildings and includes a 
conservation area. It was 
recommended that the Conservation 
be expanded and that more control 
should be placed on alterations to 
dwellings within the conservation 
area. 

 Does the plan adequately protect 
Wivenhoe’s Heritage? 

The condition of listed 
buildings; 
Whether the conservation 
area is expanded;  
Whether the appearance of 
buildings in the conservation 
area are significantly 
altered. 

12. To protect and enhance 
the townscape of the 
settlement area 

Within the settlement area there are 
green spaces, trees and visually 
important gardens 

Does the plan protect good features 

Loss of green spaces in the 
settlement area, 
development on visually 
important gardens, scale of 
any new dwellings relative 
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SEA Objective Context and assessment questions 
 

Indicators  

of the existing townscape to their neighbours 

13. To increase employment 
and business activity in 
Wivenhoe and to encourage 
home working 

The University and the Knowledge 
Gateway have plans to grow. Land 
for this expansion may be necessary 
at some future date.  Sites for small 
business expansion may also be 
necessary. 

Does the plan foster economic 
growth? 

How much extra 
employment is generated 
within Wivenhoe and 
growth in home working. 

14. To improve resilience to 
climate change including 
potential impact on flooding 

Some of the NP area lies in flood 
zone 3 

Will the plan steer building away 
from areas at risk of flooding? 

Will it deliver good ground water 
management 

Amount of development in 
areas with risk of flooding; 

Number of SUDS schemes 
approved 

 

6.5.1 Compatibility of the SEA Objectives 

A total of 14 SA Objectives have been derived for the appraisal of the Plan. They are based on the 
scope of the document, policy advice and guidance and to the assessment of the current state of the 
environment.  

It is useful to test the compatibility of SEA Objectives against one another in order to highlight any 
areas where potential conflict or tensions may arise. The result of this internal compatibility of the 
SEA Objectives is shown in the figure below. 

In the compatibility matrix the 14 SEA Objectives are numbered in sequence along each axis and 
they represent a balance of economic, social and environmental factors.  

The following key has been used to illustrate their compatibility: 

 Where the objectives are compatible 

/ Where it is uncertain the objectives are related 

0 Where the objectives are not related 

X Where the objectives are incompatible 

 

The matrix below illustrates the compatibility of the SA Objectives. 
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Figure 8: Compatibility Matrix of the SEA Objectives 
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It is to be expected that some objectives are not compatible with other objectives thereby indicating 
that tensions could occur. Objectives which are based around environmental issues sometimes 
conflict with economic and social objectives, and vice versa.  

The compatibility of the objectives relevant to the Plan are shown in the compatibility matrix above. 
Instances of uncertainty between objectives are explained further: 

Objective 1 and Objectives 7, 8, 9, 10 & 11: There is uncertainty surrounding the objective that 
seeks to meet housing needs and those objectives relevant to issues of the rural nature of the Plan 
Area, the green setting of the River Colne, green spaces, biodiversity and heritage assets. This is due 
to the possibility of generally and broadly conflicting land uses. 

Objective 13 and Objectives 7, 8, 9, 10 & 11: There will also be uncertainty surrounding the 
objective that seeks to increase employment and business activity in Wivenhoe and to encourage 
home working with those objectives relevant to issues of the rural nature of the Plan Area, the green 
setting of the River Colne, green spaces, biodiversity and heritage assets. This is again due to the 
possibility of generally and broadly conflicting land uses, although it should be acknowledged that a 
focus on home working will seek to minimise many of these pressures. 

Objective 14 and Objectives 11 & 12: There is uncertainty regarding the compatibility of those 
objectives that seek to improve resilience to climate change including potential impact on flooding 
and those that seek to protect and enhance heritage assets and townscape. This is due to the 
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possibility of the form and structure of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) or any other flood 
prevention measures not conforming to or being compatible with the specific character and the 
architectural merit of specific features of the historic environment. It should be acknowledged 
however that the wider principle of reducing flooding by any means possible would also seek to 
safeguard such features from flood risk in the long term.  



Page 34 of 56  

 

6.6 Site Assessment Pro Forma 

In addition to the above SEA Framework formulated for the appraisal of the policy content within 
the Plan, a separate framework is required for the appraisal of the sustainability of preferred and 
alternative (non-preferred) site allocations within the document.  

Sites will be subject to appraisal using a pro forma developed taking in the key issues of the area and 
relevant available information across a range of sustainability criteria. In addition, the consultation 
of this Scoping Report will allow input from the Statutory Consultees and any other relevant 
stakeholders and interested parties and comment on the pro forma is welcomed at this stage. 

It is worthy of note that in line with the pro forma, appraisals will not be intended to be a detailed 
project-level assessment of each site, such as that provided by an Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA), but aim to provide a strategic level assessment highlighting those broad impacts of the sites to 
inform the plan-making process.  

It should be noted that The Land Use Zoning Working Group has collected base line information on 
the various areas of the Neighbourhood Plan.  This has aided the development of a comprehensive 
set of site evaluation criteria which will be used to help identify preferred development sites. The 
information has, where relevant, also been integrated into some of the SEA Site Assessment criteria 
below. The two site assessments are independent from each other and both processes will lead to 
the selection of sites for the Neighbourhood Plan and inform the wording of the site specific policies.  

It should also be noted that one of the options currently being considered for the emerging 
Colchester Local Plan is for a cross border garden suburb of some 5,000 to 6,000 dwellings, some of 
which would be in the NP area on land to the north of the A133.  This however would not come 
forward through the Neighbourhood Plan and is therefore not subject to the SEA of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

The following table shows the site pro forma developed for the appraisal of the Neighbourhood 
Plan’s site allocations and alternatives. 
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Table 3: Site Assessment Pro Forma 

SEA objective Site criteria 
(Relevant evidence) 

Significant 
positive effect 
(++) 

Minor Positive 
Effect (+) 

Minor 
Negative Effect 
(X) 

Significant 
negative effect 
(XX) 

Uncertain / 
Neutral Effect 
(/) 

No Impact 
(0) 

1. To meet the 
housing needs of 
Wivenhoe 
residents which 
will enable them 
to live in a 
decent, safe 
house at a price 
they can afford. 

Will the site deliver 
affordable social housing 
and sites for housing 
associations?  
 
(The Borough target is 
20% of affordable 
housing) 

Proposal is 
solely for 
affordable 
housing. 

Potential yield 
is for 10 or 
more dwellings  

 

Potential yield 
is for less than 
10 dwellings  

 

N/A Where 
applicable 

Proposals for 
other uses 

Will the site deliver 
housing suitable for 
older people? 
 
(Current provision of 
housing for elderly/care 
homes 
Demand expressed in 
survey) 

Site is proposed 
for housing for 
elderly / care 
home 

N/A N/A 
 

N/A Where 
applicable 
 

Proposal is 
not for 
housing 

Is the site subject to 
noise or other pollution?   

(The mineral processing 
plant in Wivenhoe 
produces noise and 
some dust pollution) 

Building over 
250m to the 
gravel 
processing plant 
or any waste 
management 
facilities 

N/A N/A Building very near 
(within 250m) to 
the gravel 
processing plant 
or any waste 
management 
facilities 

N/A N/A 
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SEA objective Site criteria 
(Relevant evidence) 

Significant 
positive effect 
(++) 

Minor Positive 
Effect (+) 

Minor 
Negative Effect 
(X) 

Significant 
negative effect 
(XX) 

Uncertain / 
Neutral Effect 
(/) 

No Impact 
(0) 

 

Are there power lines 
crossing the site? 

(Note if any power lines 
crossing the site) 

No power lines 
crossing site 

N/A N/A Building 
immediately 
under the power 
line 

N/A N/A 

2. Development 
to make an 
efficient use land 

Is the site on Brownfield 
land? 
 
(There is little brownfield 
land in the Plan Area) 

Site is 100% 
Brownfield land 

Site is 
predominantly 
Brownfield 

Site is 
predominantly 
Greenfield 

Site is 100% 
Greenfield land 

Where 
applicable  

N/A 

What housing density 
will be delivered? 
 
(The Borough does not 
specify target densities 
but states density should 
be informed by, amongst 
other things, the 
character of the area 
and the mix of housing 
type) 

Housing 
development 
meeting an 
overall target of 
30 per hectare 

N/A N/A Densities of less 
than 20 per 
hectare 
 

Housing 
development 
meeting an 
overall target 
of 20-29 per 
hectare 

 

Is the site high grade 
agricultural land? 
 
(Agricultural Land 
Classification [ALC]  
maps – no land in Plan 
Area assessed greater 

Urban area Grades 4 & 5 – 
Poor to Very 
Poor 

Grade 2 – Very 
Good 

Grade 1 - Excellent Grade 3 – Good 
- Moderate 

N/A 
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SEA objective Site criteria 
(Relevant evidence) 

Significant 
positive effect 
(++) 

Minor Positive 
Effect (+) 

Minor 
Negative Effect 
(X) 

Significant 
negative effect 
(XX) 

Uncertain / 
Neutral Effect 
(/) 

No Impact 
(0) 

than 3B) 

Does the land contain 
valuable mineral 
resources, or is it 
allocated for future 
waste management? 
 
(ECC Minerals Local Plan 
– one site currently used 
for processing, otherwise 
reserves now depleted) 

Land is not in a 
Minerals 
Safeguarding 
Zone or a Waste 
Consultation 
Zone 

N/A 
 

N/A Land is in a 
Minerals 
Safeguarding Zone 
or a Waste 
Consultation Zone 

Where 
applicable 
 
 
 

N/A 

Is the land contaminated 
or possibly needing 
remediation? 
 
(Some of the land in 
Wivenhoe is infill post 
mineral working activity 
– all other potential 
contaminants assumed 
capable of comparably 
uncostly remediation) 

N/A Land is not a 
historic landfill 
site. 

N/A N/A Where 
information is 
unknown – 
Land is a 
historic landfill 
site. 

N/A 

3. Location of 
new 
development 
should 
encourage 

Does the site 
have/potentially have 
good pedestrian and 
cycle access to local 
facilities? 

Centre of site is 
within 600 
metres or less, 
and no part of 
the site is more 

Centre of site is 
within 601 – 
700 metres of 
a food store 

Centre of site is 
within 801 - 
1000 metres of 
a food store 

Centre of site is 
over 1000 metres 
from a food store 
 

Where 
applicable 
 
 

Centre of site 
is within 701 
– 800 metres 
of a food 
store 
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SEA objective Site criteria 
(Relevant evidence) 

Significant 
positive effect 
(++) 

Minor Positive 
Effect (+) 

Minor 
Negative Effect 
(X) 

Significant 
negative effect 
(XX) 

Uncertain / 
Neutral Effect 
(/) 

No Impact 
(0) 

walking and use 
of sustainable 
transport and 
minimise impact 
on current traffic 
congestion. 

 
(Local maps, measured 
walking distance to a 
food store.  Other 
facilities are spread 
around the settlement 
area which is relatively 
compact) 

than 700 
metres of a 
food store 
 

Is the site conveniently 
located for current or 
potential bus stops and 
is there/could there be a 
good bus service? 
 

(Location of bus stops, 
frequency of service, 
measured distance to 
bus stops, location of 
site relative to current 
bus routes and to 
railway station). 

Centre of site is 
within 600 
metres or less, 
and no part of 
the site is more 
than 700 
metres of a bus 
stop or station 
 

N/A 
 
 

N/A Centre of site is 
over 1000 metres 
from a bus 
stop/station 
 

Where 
applicable 
 
 
 

N/A 

Would site access be 
onto the currently most 
congested roads and 
lead to further peak hour 
congestion on these 
routes? 
 
(Maps, survey comments 

Development 
unlikely to 
significantly 
congestion on 
Wivenhoe’s 
worst affected 
roads. 

N/A N/A Development 
which may lead to 
a significant 
increase in 
congestion on 
Wivenhoe’s 
busiest roads 
 

Where 
applicable  

N/A 
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SEA objective Site criteria 
(Relevant evidence) 

Significant 
positive effect 
(++) 

Minor Positive 
Effect (+) 

Minor 
Negative Effect 
(X) 

Significant 
negative effect 
(XX) 

Uncertain / 
Neutral Effect 
(/) 

No Impact 
(0) 

on congestion, access 
onto strategic routes) 

If used for employment 
purposes would the site 
be accessible by 
sustainable transport? 
 
(Maps existing 
footpaths, cycle routes 
and public transport) 

50% or more of 
development 
within 600 
metres, 
preferably less, 
of a bus stop or 
station 
 

N/A 
 
 

N/A 50% or more of 
development at 
over 1000 metres 
from a bus 
stop/station 
 

Where 
applicable 
 
 
 

Development 
for another 
use 

4.  Dwellings 
should be of 
good design, and 
environmentally 
friendly and 
should 
complement the 
current 
townscape 

Would a development 
complement the existing 
townscape in terms of 
design and scale? 

(The Blandford report 
recommends low rise, 
small scale building) 

N/A Development  
likely to be 
sympathetic to 
the scale of the 
current 
townscape (in 
regards to 
Blandford 
Report) 

Development  
unlikely to be 
sympathetic to 
the scale of the 
current 
townscape (in 
regards to the 
Blandford 
Report) 

N/A Where 
applicable 

N/A 

5. To build a 
sustainable 
community with 
good education, 
health and social  
outcomes 

Would there be 
adequate early years and 
primary school places? 
 
(Data from ECC on 
number of school places) 

Forecast Surplus 
inc. adjustment 
for new housing 

N/A N/A Forecast Deficit 
inc. adjustment  
for new housing 

Forecast zero 
capacity inc. 
adjustment for 
new housing 

N/A 
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SEA objective Site criteria 
(Relevant evidence) 

Significant 
positive effect 
(++) 

Minor Positive 
Effect (+) 

Minor 
Negative Effect 
(X) 

Significant 
negative effect 
(XX) 

Uncertain / 
Neutral Effect 
(/) 

No Impact 
(0) 

Are there adequate 
health facilities? 

(Access to GP surgery 
[Partly dependent on 
whether the planned 
replacement for current 
GP surgery is 
Delivered]) 

The proposal is 
for a new health 
centre. 

 

50% of new 
housing 
development 
within 600 
metres of a GP 
surgery  

OR 

GP surgery is 
accessible by a 
single bus 
journey from a 
bus stop within 
600 metres 

50% of new 
housing 
development 
within 801-
1000 metres of 
a GP surgery  

OR 

GP surgery is 
accessible by a 
single bus 
journey from a 
bus stop within 
801-1000 
metres 

50% of new 
housing 
development over 
1000 metres of a 
GP surgery  

OR 

GP surgery is 
accessible by a 
single bus journey 
from a bus stop 
within 1000 
metres 

50% of new 
housing 
development 
within 601-800 
metres of a GP 
surgery  

OR 

GP surgery is 
accessible by a 
single bus 
journey from a 
bus stop within 
601-800 metres 

N/A 

6. To protect 
existing 
community 
facilities and to 
secure additional 
facilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Would development of 
the site affect any 
existing buildings used 
by the community?  
 
(Audit of existing 
community buildings 
[see Appendix]) 

No loss of 
existing facilities 
 
 
 
 

N/A 
 
 
 

N/A Loss of existing 
community 
buildings with no 
replacement 
 

Where 
applicable 
 
 

N/A 

Would development 
affect any existing 
community sports 
facilities. 
 
(Borough’s audit of 

No loss of 
facilities 

 

N/A 
 
 
 

N/A Reduction in 
facilities with no 
replacement 
 

Where 
applicable 
 
 
 
 

N/A 
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SEA objective Site criteria 
(Relevant evidence) 

Significant 
positive effect 
(++) 

Minor Positive 
Effect (+) 

Minor 
Negative Effect 
(X) 

Significant 
negative effect 
(XX) 

Uncertain / 
Neutral Effect 
(/) 

No Impact 
(0) 

 
 

sports facilities and open 
spaces.  Information on 
WTC or privately owned 
facilities in Wivenhoe) 

Would development 
result in extra 
community buildings, 
sports facilities, 
allotments, public open 
space, a cemetery (green 
and traditional)? 
 
(This would be subject to 
negotiation and would 
depend on location and 
topography of the site. 
Not all sites would be 
suitable for a cemetery 
or playing field. For a 
cemetery the water 
table is relevant, for 
playing fields the 
location with respect to 
existing facilities is 
important. The survey 
identifies the need for a 
community facility for 
upper Wivenhoe and the 
need for a venue for the 
Youth Club.) 

An increase in 
community 
buildings, sports 
provision, extra 
allotments, 
increase in 
public open 
space, provision 
of new 
cemetery 
(green and 
traditional) 
 

N/A 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N/A No extra 
community 
facilities or open 
space  
 

Where 
applicable 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N/A 
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SEA objective Site criteria 
(Relevant evidence) 

Significant 
positive effect 
(++) 

Minor Positive 
Effect (+) 

Minor 
Negative Effect 
(X) 

Significant 
negative effect 
(XX) 

Uncertain / 
Neutral Effect 
(/) 

No Impact 
(0) 

 

Would development 
result in the loss of open 
space? 
 
(Current Borough site 
allocations show land 
designated as open 
space and proposed 
open space) 

No open space 
lost or if some 
lost there is 
compensating 
provision 
 
 

N/A 
 

N/A Significant net 
amount of open 
space lost to 
development 

Where 
applicable 

N/A 

7. To preserve 
the rural nature 
of Wivenhoe 

Would development of 
the site result in 
settlement coalescence?  
Would important vistas 
from and towards 
Wivenhoe be preserved? 
 
(Borough policy on 
settlement coalescence. 
Blandford report 
assessment of the 
townscape and 
landscape of Wivenhoe) 
 

The current 
strategic break 
between the 
settlement area 
and the Plan 
Area’s 
boundaries is 
retained; 
important vistas 
preserved. 

N/A N/A A significant loss 
of green field land 
between the 
settlement area 
and the Plan 
Area’s boundaries; 
loss of vistas. 

Where 
applicable 

N/A 
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SEA objective Site criteria 
(Relevant evidence) 

Significant 
positive effect 
(++) 

Minor Positive 
Effect (+) 

Minor 
Negative Effect 
(X) 

Significant 
negative effect 
(XX) 

Uncertain / 
Neutral Effect 
(/) 

No Impact 
(0) 

Would the rural 
approach to the 
settlement area be 
affected? 
 
(Aerial / road maps 
looking at location of 
sites in regard to 
approaches to main 
settlement and 
university) 

N/A Site is not 
located on a 
road of local 
importance 
regarding the 
rural approach 
of the main 
settlement 
area and 
university. 

Site is located 
on a road of 
local 
importance 
regarding the 
rural approach 
of the main 
settlement area 
and university.  

N/A Where 
applicable 

N/A 

8. To preserve 
the green setting 
of the river Colne 

Is the site in the current 
coastal protection belt 
and is it visible from the 
river or has views to the 
river 
 
(The current designated 
coastal protection belt. 
[Some parts of this are 
not visible from the 
river])   
 
Contour maps used to 
assess likely views to and 
from river / Viewshed 
Analysis where possible. 

Site is not 
within the CPB  

N/A In CPB but 
would not 
affect views to 
/ from the river 

Site is within the 
CPB AND would 
affect views to / 
from river 

Where 
applicable  

OR 

Site is partly 
within the CPB 

N/A 

9. To preserve 
and enhance 
access to green 

Will development of the 
site impact on access to 
green spaces or on 

Accessible open 
space provided 

N/A N/A Site would see loss 
of open space or 
proposed open 

Where 
applicable  

N/A 
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SEA objective Site criteria 
(Relevant evidence) 

Significant 
positive effect 
(++) 

Minor Positive 
Effect (+) 

Minor 
Negative Effect 
(X) 

Significant 
negative effect 
(XX) 

Uncertain / 
Neutral Effect 
(/) 

No Impact 
(0) 

spaces, the open 
countryside and 
the river 

footpaths crossing them 
or alongside the river? 
 
(Local maps of 
footpaths, both formal 
and permissive; views 
expressed in the survey) 

space (from 
Borough Proposals 
Map) or a PROW /  
permissive 
footpath (as 
mapped in 
evidence base) 

10. Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity 

Would development 
affect sites which are 
important for 
biodiversity? 
 
(The Borough C-maps 
show the SSSIs, the local 
nature reserves and local 
wildlife sites in 
Wivenhoe. The maps 
also give the Ramsar, 
SAC and SPA sites which 
lie 1000 metres 
downstream from 
Wivenhoe. ) 

Site is for, or 
includes, new 
protected areas 
/ designations 
OR 
open space or 
recreation that 
would alleviate 
recreational 
pressures on 
current 
designations 

N/A Site is not 
bordering, but 
within 100m of 
a designated 
site 

Site is within, or 
partly within, or 
borders an 
international, 
national or local 
designation 
 

All other sites 
and proposals – 
cumulative 
impacts to be 
determined 

Site is for use 
not deemed 
to have any 
impact 

11. To protect 
and enhance 
Wivenhoe’s 
Heritage Assets 

Are there any of the 
following (including their 
settings) on site (?): 

- Listed buildings 
(and at risk) 

- Scheduled 
Monuments 

The proposal 
has no listed 
buildings, 
scheduled 
monuments, 
registered parks 
and gardens on 
site (or is within 

The proposal 
has a listed 
building, 
scheduled 
monument or 
registered park 
or garden on 
site (or is 

The site is 
adjacent to, or 
would have a 
negative 
impact on, a 
listed building, 
scheduled 
monument, 

The proposal has a 
listed building, 
scheduled 
monument, 
registered park or 
garden on site or 
is within their 
setting where 

Where 
applicable 

N/A 



Page 45 of 56  

 

SEA objective Site criteria 
(Relevant evidence) 

Significant 
positive effect 
(++) 

Minor Positive 
Effect (+) 

Minor 
Negative Effect 
(X) 

Significant 
negative effect 
(XX) 

Uncertain / 
Neutral Effect 
(/) 

No Impact 
(0) 

(and at risk) 

- Registered Parks 
and Gardens 
(and at risk) 

(Input from Historic 
Environment / Buildings 
Consultant) 

their settings 
where 
applicable). 

within their 
setting where 
applicable) but 
is required as 
part of 
enabling 
development 
to secure the 
future of the 
asset 

registered park 
or garden on 
site or is within 
their setting 
where 
applicable 

applicable 

Impact on the 
Conservation Area (Input 
from Historic 
Environment / Buildings 
Consultant) 

N/A The site is not 
within or 
adjacent to, or 
would have a 
negative 
impact on the 
Conservation 
Area 

The site is 
within or 
adjacent to the 
Conservation 
Area (although 
impacts may 
feasibly be 
mitigated at 
planning 
application 
stage). 

The site would 
have a negative 
impact on the 
Conservation 
Area. 

Where 
applicable 

 

N/A 

Are there any known 
archaeological deposits 
on the site? (In-house 
archaeological 
assessment) 

PDL or deposits 
previously 
investigated  

No known 
deposits on 
site 

Known deposits 
on site  

Significant known 
deposits on site 

Potential 
deposits on site 
(significance 
unknown)  

N/A 

Are there any locally 
listed heritage assets 

The proposal 
will not see the 

N/A N/A The proposal will 
see the loss of one 

Where 
applicable 

N/A 
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SEA objective Site criteria 
(Relevant evidence) 

Significant 
positive effect 
(++) 

Minor Positive 
Effect (+) 

Minor 
Negative Effect 
(X) 

Significant 
negative effect 
(XX) 

Uncertain / 
Neutral Effect 
(/) 

No Impact 
(0) 

(and at risk) on the site? 

 

loss of any 
locally listed 
buildings. 

or more locally 
listed buildings. 

12. To protect 
and enhance the 
townscape  of 
the settlement 
area and its 
landscape setting 

Would development of 
the site complement the 
existing townscape? 
 
(The Blandford 
townscape assessment 
and report on Landscape 
capacity of Colchester 
Fringes;  
Tree Preservation 
Orders) 

The site has low 
sensitivity (The 
area is of low 
sensitivity to 
change and 
inappropriate 
changes may 
lead to only 
very limited, if 
any, 
degradation of 
important 
elements that 
contribute to 
the area’s 
character and 
value.) 

N/A N/A The site has high 
sensitivity (The 
area is highly 
sensitive to 
change, and 
inappropriate 
changes may lead 
to extensive 
degradation of 
important 
elements that 
contribute to the 
area’s character 
and value.) 

The site has 
moderate 
sensitivity (The 
area is of 
moderate 
sensitivity to 
change and 
inappropriate 
changes may 
lead to some 
degradation of 
important 
elements that 
contribute to 
the area’s 
character and 
value). 

N/A 

Would it affect views 
and vistas? 
Would it impact on 
visually significant trees 
and woodland? 
 
(The Blandford 
landscape assessment 
and report on Landscape 

Site is in an area 
with few 
intrinsic 
landscape 
qualities, very 
limited 
contribution to 
distinctive 
settlement 

N/A N/A Site contains a or 
multiple TPO(s) or 
visually significant 
tree(s) and 
woodland 

AND / OR 

Site is in an area 
with either many 

N/A Where 
applicable 

Site is in an 
area with 
either some 
intrinsic 
landscape 
qualities, 
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SEA objective Site criteria 
(Relevant evidence) 

Significant 
positive effect 
(++) 

Minor Positive 
Effect (+) 

Minor 
Negative Effect 
(X) 

Significant 
negative effect 
(XX) 

Uncertain / 
Neutral Effect 
(/) 

No Impact 
(0) 

capacity of Colchester 
Fringes (also maps 
visually significant trees 
and woodland;  
Tree Preservation 
Orders) 

setting, low 
visual 
prominence, 
low 
intervisibility, 
low landscape 
sensitivity, and 
low landscape 
value. 

intrinsic landscape 
qualities, a very 
important 
contribution to 
distinctive 
settlement 
setting, high visual 
prominence, high 
intervisibility, high 
landscape 
sensitivity, or high 
landscape value. 

 

partial 
contribution 
to distinctive 
settlement 
setting, 
moderate 
visual 
prominence, 
moderate 
intervisibility, 
moderate 
landscape 
sensitivity, or 
moderate 
landscape 
value. 

13. To increase 
employment and 
business activity 
in Wivenhoe and 
to encourage 
home working 

Would the site be viable 
for generating 
employment? 
 
(The University plans for 
expansion and potential 
for Knowledge Gateway 
expansion; potential for 
small scale business 
development) 

Substantial 
increase in local 
employment 
(proposal is for 
employment 
use) 
 

N/A 
 
 
 
 
 

N/A No increase or 
reduction in local 
employment (site 
is located on 
current 
employment land 
and for another 
use) 
 

Where 
applicable  
 
 
 
 

Site is for 
another use 
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SEA objective Site criteria 
(Relevant evidence) 

Significant 
positive effect 
(++) 

Minor Positive 
Effect (+) 

Minor 
Negative Effect 
(X) 

Significant 
negative effect 
(XX) 

Uncertain / 
Neutral Effect 
(/) 

No Impact 
(0) 

Would housing design 
and improvements to 
telecommunications 
encourage home 
working? 
 
(Survey information on 
adequacy of mobile 
phone reception and 
internet speeds) 

N/A Survey 
information 
suggests 
adequate 
mobile phone 
reception and 
internet 
speeds  

Survey 
information 
suggests 
inadequate 
mobile phone 
reception and 
internet speeds  

N/A Where 
applicable 
 

N/A 

14. To improve 
resilience to 
climate change 
including 
potential impact 
on flooding  

Is the site subject to 
flooding? 
 
(Relevant flood risk maps 
- EA) 

Site is 
completely 
within Flood 
Zone 1 
 

Site is partial 
mix of Flood 
Zones 1 and 2 

Site is partly 
within Flood 
Zone 3 

Site is 100% in 
Flood Zone 3 
 

Where 
applicable 

N/A 

Would development of 
the site increase the 
potential for flooding 
elsewhere? 
 
(Surface Water Flood 
Maps – EA)  
 

No impact on 
flooding (Very 
Low Risk) 

Site is partially 
within an area 
of Low Risk 
from Surface 
Water Flooding 

Site is partially 
within an area 
of High Risk 
from Surface 
Water Flooding 

Site is 50% or 
more within an 
area of High Risk 
from Surface 
Water Flooding  

Site is partially 
within an area 
of Medium Risk 
from Surface 
Water Flooding 

N/A 
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7 Consultation 

This report will be sent to Colchester Borough Council and to the statutory consultees:  

 Historic England; 

 Natural England; and 

 The Environment Agency   

We would welcome opinions on the following: 

- Have we missed any relevant background documents? 

- Have we failed to include relevant background information? 

- Have we omitted any relevant SEA criteria of relevance to Wivenhoe? 
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8 Appendix 1: Community Buildings in Wivenhoe  

8.1 Analysis of Suitability 

Venue 
DDA 
compliant 

Appropriate 
for 
convention-
al plays and 
concerts 
with an 
audience  

Appropria-
te for 
parties, 
celebratio
ns or 
dances  

Appropriate 
for physical 
activities 
e.g. sports 
and martial 
arts and 
dance 

Appropriate 
for arts and 
crafts, 
lectures, 
tuition, 
education, 
demonstrati-
ons and 
exhibitions  

Appropriate 
for small 
meetings 

William Loveless 
Hall 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Scout & Guide 
Hall 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

St Mary’s 
Church [Note: 
restrictions 
apply on public 
lettings] 

Yes (but 
no 

disabled 
toilet) 

Yes No No No No 

British Legion No No  Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Philip Road 
Centre Main 
Hall 

CLOSED 28/7/13 

Congregational 
Church and Hall 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Colne Social 
Club - Members 
only 

Not available - members only 

Broad Lane 
Football Club 

No No Yes Possibly Possibly Yes 

Broad Lane 
Tennis Club 

No No No No No No 

The Bowls Club - 
Members only  

Not included - members only 

Wivenhoe 
Cricket Club 

No No Yes Yes No Yes 

Methodist 
Church and Hall 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Millfields 
Primary School 
Hall 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Public Library No No No No No No 

Pavilion on the 
King George 
Playing Field 

Leased to the Montessori School 

The Wivenhoe 
Sailing Club 
[Note: hiring 
restrictions 
apply] 

Yes 
(Ground 

floor only) 
Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
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The Flag Pub - 
Function Room 

No No Yes No No Yes 

Broomgrove 
Junior School 
Hall 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Broomgrove 
Infants School 
Hall 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Little Avenues 
Preschool 

Commercial  

The Nottage No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

St Monica’s 
Catholic Church 

Faith building - not available for public hire 

Open Space  at 
Wivenhoe 
Business Centre  

Commercial  

Masonic Hall - 
Members only 

Not available for public hire - members only 

 St John 
Ambulance Hall 

Closed in 2013. Now a Potters workshop and art gallery. 

 

8.2 Analysis of hiring availability  

 Venue name Availability restrictions  

Publicly owned buildings 

 William Loveless 
Hall 

Almost fully booked year round for a wide-range of community activities 

 Philip Road Centre 
Main Hall 

Closed 

Privately owned (Clubs and societies)  

 Scout & Guide Hall Not available late afternoons and evenings.  Used by many groups. Well 
booked during the week in day times. Limited availability 

 British Legion Difficult first floor access.  2nd floor storage only. Some availability for hiring 
other areas.  

 Wivenhoe Cricket 
Club 

Available any time except Sat., Sun., Friday and Wednesday evenings in 
Summer. 

 The Wivenhoe 
Sailing Club  

Restricted hiring. Club does not have full public licence and is restricted by 
terms of lease on frequency and type of lettings. 
Club times Friday and Monday, Sunday lunchtime weekly and cadet 
evenings fortnightly with occasional Saturday evenings. Used daytime four 
days a week by community groups.  

 The Nottage Own use has priority over hiring. Almost fully booked.  Ground floor used for 
boat construction and is not available for hiring.  

Privately owned (Commercial) 
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 Venue name Availability restrictions  

 Open Space  at 
Wivenhoe Business 
Centre  

Hiring on a commercial basis.  

Schools 

 Broomgrove Infants 
School Hall 

Very restricted.  Only let out in term-time after the school day and prefer to 
let to regular users on a long-term basis. 

 Broomgrove Junior 
School Hall 

Very restricted.  Only let out in term-time after the school day and prefer to 
let to regular users on a long-term basis.  

 Millfields Primary 
School Hall 

Only available in evenings and school holidays. 

Faith buildings  

 St Mary’s Church Public events restricted by licence to six non-church events per year 

 Congregational 
Church 

Used occasionally for concerts, practice etc. with permission from Minister. 

 Congregational Hall Only free Tuesday evenings. Other-wise very well used 

 Methodist Church  Fully booked  

 Methodist Hall Fully booked  

 St Monica’s Catholic 
Church 

Church use only.  Not available for public hire.  
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9  Appendix 2: Plans & Programmes (Contextual Review) 

As noted in the text, the SEA relevance of most of the documents listed in the main text can be 
viewed in an Appendix to the Borough’s SA Scoping Report. 

http://www.colchester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=15253&p=0 

Additional information on their relevance to the Wivenhoe Neighbourhood Plan is provided below:  
 

9.1 National Plans and Programmes 

NPPF: A basic requirement of a Neighbourhood Plan is that it has regard to national policies. The 
NPPF is of particular relevance since it sets out the Government’s planning policies for England. The 
Planning Practice Guidance is a web based resource which provides additional guidance to support 
the NPPF. 
 
The Localism Act includes schedules which introduce Neighbourhood Planning and specify their 
requirements.     
 
The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 transposes the Habitats Directive into 
national law. It is of relevance to the Wivenhoe Neighbourhood Plan because there are designated 
European sites in vicinity to Wivenhoe. Within close distances (less than 1 km) there are the Colne 
Estuary SPA (Mid Essex Coast Phase 2) and the Essex Estuary (SAC). Further beyond but within 5km 
there are the Abberton Reservoir SPA; the Blackwater Estuary SPA (Mid Essex Coast Phase 4), the 
Essex Estuaries Marine SAC, the Abberton Reservoir; and the Blackwater Estuary. Detailed 
information on these sites can be found at http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-4 
 

9.2 Regional Plans and Programmes 

 
Essex Wildlife Trust has mapped 80 living landscapes areas across Essex. The map aims to reconnect 
habitats and local people in the county. This work could inform the development of the Wivenhoe 
Neighbourhood Plan as well as the SEA.  
 
The North Essex Catchment Flood Management Plan gives an overview of the flood risk in the North 
Essex CFMP area and sets out the preferred plan for sustainable flood risk management over the 
next 50 to 100 years. It is relevant to the Wivenhoe Neighbourhood Plan how flood management is 
managed in this area.  
 
The Essex and South Suffolk Shoreline Management Plan is a non-statutory plan that provides a 
large-scale assessment of the risks associated with coastal processes and presents a policy 
framework to reduce these risks to people and the developed, historic and natural environment in a 
sustainable manner over a 100 year time period. 
 
The Commissioning School Places in Essex 2014-19 report (30 April 2015) sets out the requirement 
for places in maintained primary and secondary schools until 2019, and identifies the areas where 
providers will need to match supply with demand.  It provides the context for the future 
organisation of school places in Essex and sets out the principles that need to be given serious 
consideration when commissioning school places.  
The document is reviewed and updated annually to ensure the projections of demand for school 
places are as accurate as possible.  

http://www.colchester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=15253&p=0
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-4
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Development Management Policies, is a set of transport development management policies 
adopted by Essex County Council. They provide useful context for the Wivenhoe Neighbourhood 
Plan since they establish how the Highways Authority will manage the Highways Network. 
 
The Essex Minerals Local Plan provides up-to-date planning policy for minerals development in 
Essex until 2029. In particular, it gives certainty as to the location of future minerals development. 
There are also procedures to reduce the demand for primary mineral use, recycle more aggregate 
and safeguard mineral resources, reserves and important facilities. 
 
The Education Contribution Guidelines Supplement is a companion document to the Essex County 
Council Developers’ Guide to Infrastructure Contributions and contains additional information 
regarding education contributions.  It provides useful context to what additional funding the County 
would get towards education provision through S106 agreements when development proposals 
come forward in the Neighbourhood Plan area. 
 
The Essex Biodiversity Action Plan 2010 – 2020, Essex Biodiversity Project, 2011 replaces the first 
1999 Biodiveristy Action Plan for Essex setting out the targets and actions at a district level. It will be 
important that the Wivenhoe Neighbourhood Plan has regard to the habitats and species within the 
plan and support the targets and actions plans adopted.  
 
 
The Essex Transport Plan 2011 is a long-term plan covering 15 years which sets out the County’s 
aspirations for improving travel in the county. The plan comprises two distinct parts – a long terms 
Essex Transport Strategy and a short term Implementation Plan. The Implementation Plan sets out in 
greater detail how the outcomes of the strategy will be delivered and monitored and the County’s 
priorities for investment in the short-term. The Implementation Plan will be refreshed every three 
years and will be supported by a three-year rolling investment programme. The Transport Plan is 
accompanied by four accompanying more locally specific area plans and Wivenhoe falls within the 
Haven Gateway. The transport priorities for the Haven Gateway are: 

 Providing the transport improvements needed to accommodate housing and employment 
growth in a sustainable way;  

 Tackling congestion within Colchester (including the provision of Park & Ride facilities); 

 Improving the availability, reliability and punctuality of local bus services;  

  Improving the attractiveness of public spaces to support regeneration, particularly within 
the coastal towns; The Essex Transport Strategy; 

  Improving and promoting cycle networks; and improving the availability of travel choices 
and awareness of them; 

  Improving journeys for commuters travelling to London from Colchester and Braintree; 
particularly by improving access to railway stations and improving facilities for passengers;  

  Improving transport access to Harwich to enable low carbon expansion of the port and wind 
port. 

 
The Draft Anglian River Basin Management Plan 2015 is expected to be adopted towards the end of 
2015. The draft ARBM Plan is available using the following link: 
https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/portal/ho/wfd/draft_plans/consult?pointId=3034101. 
The objectives in the draft ARBM Plan, as derived from the WFD Framework, remain essentially the 
same as the current plan. However, updated data has been collected and analysed and updated 
information on the status of the water bodies presented in the Catchment Summary document 
under the draft ARBM Plan. In the context of the Council’s assessment of site allocations across the 
Neighbourhood Plan area reference is made to the latest data on the status of water bodies. 

https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/portal/ho/wfd/draft_plans/consult?pointId=3034101
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The Draft Anglian Flood Risk Management Plan 2015 sets out proposals as to how Risk 
Management Authorities (RMAs) - comprising the Environment Agency, local councils, drainage 
authorities, highway managers and water companies will work together with communities to 
manage flood risk. The draft FRM Plan is available using the following link: 
https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/portal/ho/flood/draft_frmp/consult?pointId=3063510. 
The draft FRM Plan, expected to be approved later in 2015, sets out how to manage flood risk. It is 
considered that involving communities, leads to more effective flood and coastal erosion 
management. RMAs will work with communities and other stakeholders to manage risk by: 

 assessing the sources of flood risk and drawing conclusions about the risks 

 setting out what RMAs are trying to achieve and establishing risk management objectives 

 determining the best approach to achieving the objectives: by identifying the right measures 
and prioritising them. 

 

9.3 Local Plans and Programmes 

 Some of the documents listed in the text are not included in the Borough’s list (those marked with 
an asterisk) and a brief explanation for their inclusion is given below. 

Amongst the most relevant documents are the Borough’s suite of documents which define the 
current Local Plan as the Neighbourhood Plan must conform with the Local Plan.  The documents 
which define the Local Plan are:  

 Colchester Borough’s Core Strategy, Colchester Borough Council, 2008 

 Development Policies, Colchester Borough Council, 2010  

 Development Policies, Colchester Borough Council, 2010  

 Colchester Borough’s Focussed Review of the Core Strategy and Development Policies, July 
2014* 

The 2014 review amends some of the earlier documents.  There are also various planning 
documents which are of relevance. These can be viewed here    
http://www.colchester.gov.uk/article/13321/Adopted-Guidance 
 
The Borough is working on producing a new Local Plan.  The documents produced to date are of 
relevance as indicators of likely future outcomes. The documents in the list in the main text are: 
 

 Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA), David Couttie Associates on behalf of the 
following LPAs: Braintree, Brentwood, Chelmsford, Colchester & Maldon, June 2014  

 Colchester Borough Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report July 2014* 

 Colchester Borough Issues and Options Consultation, January 2015* 
 
The Landscape Report and The Townscape reports by Chris Blandford Associates contain sections of 
particular relevance to Wivenhoe.  There is a third report commissioned by the Borough from 
Blandford associates, Landscape Capacity of Settlement Fringes in Colchester Borough*, which 
contains sections on Wivenhoe. 
 
A report was commissioned from Qube3 in 2007 “Wivenhoe Conservation Appraisal and 
Guidelines”*.  This was never formally adopted by the Borough but contains information and 
recommendations for the Conservation Area. 
 
The JNCC* information on Essex Estuaries is relevant to the area just downstream from Wivenhoe. 
 

https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/portal/ho/flood/draft_frmp/consult?pointId=3063510
http://www.colchester.gov.uk/article/13321/Adopted-Guidance
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The Wivenhoe Neighbourhood Plan website, document register, includes a list of documents and 
information on local surveys and consultations which are helping to inform the Plan 
http://wivenhoeneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/document-register/ 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

http://wivenhoeneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/document-register/



